IDC Reports that China’s 5G Smartphone Shipments Reached 485,000 Units in
3Q2019

BEIJING, November 12th, 2019 - According to the latest IDC Quarterly Mobile Phone Tracker,
5G phone shipments in China reached 485,000 units in 3Q19, as vendors shipped devices in the
run-up to the launch of commercial 5G services at the end of October. Most of these units were
US$700+ flagships, but there was also activity in lower price bands.
Figure 1

vivo gained an early lead by releasing two 5G models in one month, breaking into both US$700+
high-end via offline channels, as well as pushing into a lower US$450-550 range via online
channels. In contrast, Huawei and Samsung were contained to the high-end, while ZTE and
China Mobile landed in the US$600-650 range. Xiaomi was able to occupy the US$450-550
segment.
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5G network construction in China has been picking up quickly with the support of the
government and policies around co-construction and sharing between operators. But wider
geographic coverage will take time, and IDC expects that device shipments will lead subscriber
numbers for now. Fortunately, data tariffs are priced attractively against 4G, complete with
tiering by speed for different user needs. IDC expects a significant amount of industry
momentum to drive volumes in 2020.
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-EndsAbout IDC Trackers
IDC Tracker products provide accurate and timely market size, company share, and forecasts
for hundreds of technology markets from more than 100 countries around the globe. Using
proprietary tools and research processes, IDC's Trackers are updated on a semiannual, quarterly,
and monthly basis. Tracker results are delivered to clients in user-friendly excel deliverables and
on-line query tools. The IDC Tracker Charts app allows users to view data charts from the most
recent IDC Tracker products on their iPhone and iPad.
About IDC
IDC is the world's leading provider of information technology, telecommunications and
consumer technology consulting, consulting and event services. IDC has more than 1,100
analysts worldwide, providing a global, regional and localized perspective on technology and
industry development opportunities in more than 110 countries and services. IDC's analytics and
insights empower IT professionals, business executives, and investment agencies to make factbased technology decisions to achieve key business goals. Founded in 1964, IDC is a subsidiary
of IDG. IDG is the world's leading media publishing, research consulting, and exhibition services
company. For more information, please visit www.idc.com.cn.
For more information on IDC's research and ICT market insights, follow us on WeChat:
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Figure 4

About IDC
IDC is the premier global provider of market intelligence, advisory services, and
events for the information technology and telecommunications industries. IDC helps IT
professionals, business executives, and the investment community make fact-based
decisions on technology purchases and business strategy. Over 775 IDC analysts in
50 countries provide global, regional, and local expertise on technology and industry
opportunities and trends. For more than 40 years, IDC has provided strategic insights
to help our clients achieve their key business objectives. IDC is a subsidiary of IDG, the
world's leading technology media, research, and events company. You can learn more
about IDC by visiting http://www.idc.com/.
IDC is a subsidiary of IDG, the world’s leading technology media, research, and events
company. Additional information can be found at www.idc.com.
All product and company names may be trademarks or registered trademarks of their
respective holders.
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