Egypt Smartphone Market Enjoys Strong Recovery in 2019, but Global COVID-19
Outbreak Causes Downgrade in Forecast for 2020

Cairo – Egypt's smartphone phone market has finally fully
recovered from the devastating decline that hit the market
in 2017, according to research conducted by International
Data Corporation (IDC). The global technology research
and consulting firm's latest insights show that smartphone
shipments to the country increased 16.5% year on year in
2019, up from 3.4% in 2018. That represents a significant
turnaround from the 14.4% decline seen in 2017, although
the global fallout from the COVID-19 outbreak has caused
IDC to revise its forecast for the Egyptian market downwards.
Mobile phone shipments to Egypt totalled 14.9 million units
in 2019, with smartphones accounting for 72.2% of this total
and feature phones making up the remainder. "2019 was a
phenomenal year for Egypt's smartphone phone market,"
says Taher Abdel-Hameed, a senior research analyst at
IDC. "While the Ministerial Decree No. 44 of 2019, which
established new regulations around the import of products
into Egypt, negatively impacted the market for a few weeks
in Q1 2019, the effects were relatively short-lived. Samsung
gained considerable market share during the year through
its very affordable yet feature-rich Galaxy A series. Chinese
players, including Oppo, launched new models in 2019 that
offered excellent value for money, which ramped up pressure
on some of the market's smaller brands."
Looking at the vendor landscape, Samsung maintained
its position as the market's dominant player throughout
the year. Together, Samsung, Oppo, and Xiaomi picked
up the slack caused by the decline in Huawei and Honor
shipments following U.S.-led sanctions, with Oppo particularly
focused on gaining market share in the country. Transsion's
smartphone brands (i.e., Infinix, Tecno, and Itel) saw
shipments decline 37.7% year on year in 2019 due to the new
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regulations introduced in Q1 and
heightened competition in the price
bands they operate in.
Figure 1

Another interesting development
in 2019 was the sharp increase
in shipments of smartphones with
screen of six inches and above.
Such devices accounted for 81.1%
of all smartphones shipped to
Egypt in 2019, up from just 13.5%
in 2018, thanks to strong demand
for recently launched models with
larger screen sizes. This change in
screen size preferences has also
shifted the market to higher price
bands; for example, the $100–200
price band saw its share increase
from 35.6% in 2018 to 60.0% in
2019, while the <$100 band lost
half of its volume.
Figure 2
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IDC expects Egypt's smartphone
market to continue growing in
2020, although the market will
soften in the first half of the year
as a result of the COVID-19
outbreak. Taking this into account,
IDC forecasts that smartphone
shipments to the Egyptian market
will increase 3.7% year on year in
2020, reaching 11.1 million units.
"The COVID-19 outbreak has
created a lot of uncertainty
in the smartphone industry
and has had a huge impact
on the supply chain for mobile
devices," says Ramazan Yavuz,
a senior research manager at
IDC. "While we didn't expect
Egypt's smartphone market to
maintain the high growth rates
of 2019, we have had to revise
our forecast down further, with
COVID-19 being the primary driver
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of these lower expectations. After
analysing various factors and
considering multiple recovery
scenarios, IDC is currently
implementing the most probable
scenario analysis and expecting a
recovery in the overall situation by
the second half of the year. Having
said that, the next few weeks
will be crucial in determining the
trajectory of the virus, and IDC
will be monitoring the situation
closely."
For more information about the
event, please contact Sheila
Manek at smanek@idc.com or on
+971 4 446 3154.
About IDC
International Data Corporation
(IDC) is the premier global
provider of market intelligence,
advisory services, and events
for the information technology,
telecommunications, and
consumer technology markets.
With more than 1,100 analysts
worldwide, IDC offers global,
regional, and local expertise
on technology and industry
opportunities and trends in over
110 countries. IDC's analysis and
insight helps IT professionals,
business executives, and the
investment community to make
fact-based technology decisions
and to achieve their key business
objectives. Founded in 1964,
IDC is a subsidiary of IDG, the
world's leading technology media,
research, and events company.
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To learn more about IDC, please
visit www.idc.com. Follow IDC on
Twitter at @IDC.
IDC in the Middle East, Turkey,
and Africa
For the Middle East, Turkey,
and Africa region, IDC retains a
coordinated network of offices
in Riyadh, Nairobi, Lagos,
Johannesburg, Cairo, and Istanbul,
with a regional center in Dubai.
Our coverage couples local insight
with an international perspective
to provide a comprehensive
understanding of markets in
these dynamic regions. Our
market intelligence services are
unparalleled in depth, consistency,
scope, and accuracy. IDC
Middle East, Africa, and Turkey
currently fields over 130 analysts,
consultants, and conference
associates across the region. To
learn more about IDC MEA, please
visit www.idc.com/mea. You can
follow IDC MEA on Twitter at
@IDCMEA.

IDC is a subsidiary of IDG, the world’s leading technology
media, research, and events company. Additional information
can be found at www.idc.com. All product and company
names may be trademarks or registered trademarks of their
respective holders.
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For more information contact:
Sheila Manek
smanek@idc.com
+971 4 446 3154
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