IDC Expects 2021 to Be the Year of Multi-Cloud as Global COVID-19 Pandemic
Reaffirms Critical Need for Business Agility

Dubai – By 2022, over 90% of enterprises worldwide will be
relying on a mix of on-premises/dedicated private clouds,
multiple public clouds, and legacy platforms to meet their
infrastructure needs. That's according to the latest forecast
from global technology research and consulting services
firm International Data Corporation (IDC), which expects
2021 to be the year of multi-cloud, with the vast majority
of enterprises deploying combinations of on-premises,
off-premises, public, and private clouds as their default
environments.
"The widespread disruption caused by the global COVID-19
outbreak has reinforced the critical importance of businesses
being agile enough to scale up or down with fluctuations in
demand," says IDC's Jyoti Lalchandani, group vice president
& regional managing director for the Middle East, Turkey, and
Africa (META). "A public cloud platform provides enterprises
with an agile, scalable, and cost-effective IT infrastructure
that supports their business processes. However, public
cloud is not necessarily an appropriate option for all types
of workloads. As such, some enterprises are choosing to
keep certain workloads on-premises – using an in-house
datacenter – or on private clouds. This approach helps them
achieve better performance, 24/7 availability, enhanced
security, and greater compliance with regulations."
While uptake of multi-cloud architecture has started to gain
momentum, not all businesses are sufficiently prepared
to implement cloud roadmaps due to migration and skillsrelated challenges. "Just under 30% of medium-to-large
organizations responding to IDC's META CIO Survey 2020
highlighted migration as a key challenge," says Lalchandani.
"At the same time, 39% cited a lack of skills as an obstacle
hindering their rollout of cloud strategies. To achieve success
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in their multi-cloud journeys, IDC
advises businesses to take stock
of their applications and develop
a phased modernization roadmap
for each one, thereby enabling
them to make appropriate cloud
decisions for the multi-cloud era."
IDC will expand on this guidance
during its inaugural IDC Regional
Cloud Webinar for the Middle
East region, which takes place
on Tuesday, April 21, 2020
under theme 'Envisioning a
Resilient, Cloud-Based Digital
Infrastructure'. The webinar
will showcase insights from
cloud transformation pioneers,
senior technology executives,
and respected industry thought
leaders as they offer advice on
enacting resilient, long-term,
cloud-based digital infrastructures
that can propel organizations
into the highly competitive future
business landscape by facilitating
game-changing future-of-work,
data management, customer
experience, and digital innovation
strategies.
Combining informative
presentations and interactive
panel discussions, the webinar
will provide more than 300
executives from across a broad
range of industries with the
expert guidance required to
effectively benchmark their
own cloud adoption strategies.
IDC's valued partners for this
exclusive, invitation-only event
include Riverbed, Hewlett Packard
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Enterprise, CommScope, and
Software AG as Platinum Partners
and Veeam, Nutanix, GBI, and
Mimecast as Gold Partners.
For more details about the
IDC Regional Cloud Webinar,
please visit www.idc.com/event/
cloud2020digital or contact Sheila
Manek at smanek@idc.com /
+971 4 446 3154.
About IDC
International Data Corporation
(IDC) is the premier global
provider of market intelligence,
advisory services, and events
for the information technology,
telecommunications, and
consumer technology markets.
With more than 1,100 analysts
worldwide, IDC offers global,
regional, and local expertise
on technology and industry
opportunities and trends in over
110 countries. IDC's analysis and
insight helps IT professionals,
business executives, and the
investment community to make
fact-based technology decisions
and to achieve their key business
objectives. Founded in 1964,
IDC is a subsidiary of IDG, the
world's leading technology media,
research, and events company.
To learn more about IDC, please
visit www.idc.com. Follow IDC on
Twitter at @IDC.
IDC in the Middle East, Turkey,
and Africa
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For the Middle East, Turkey,
and Africa region, IDC retains a
coordinated network of offices
in Riyadh, Nairobi, Lagos,
Johannesburg, Cairo, and Istanbul,
with a regional center in Dubai.
Our coverage couples local insight
with an international perspective
to provide a comprehensive
understanding of markets in
these dynamic regions. Our
market intelligence services are
unparalleled in depth, consistency,
scope, and accuracy. IDC
Middle East, Africa, and Turkey
currently fields over 130 analysts,
consultants, and conference
associates across the region. To
learn more about IDC MEA, please
visit www.idc.com/mea. You can
follow IDC MEA on Twitter at
@IDCMEA.
IDC is a subsidiary of IDG, the world’s leading technology
media, research, and events company. Additional information
can be found at www.idc.com. All product and company
names may be trademarks or registered trademarks of their
respective holders.

For more information contact:
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smanek@idc.com
+971 4 446 3154
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