Four Providers of Datacenter Software-Defined Networking Named IDC Innovators

FRAMINGHAM, Mass., March 28, 2018 – International Data Corporation (IDC) today
published an IDC Innovators report focusing on four technology providers that are considered
key emerging vendors in the software-defined networking (SDN) market. The four companies
named as IDC Innovators are Apstra, Inc., Big Switch Networks, Inc., Plexxi, and Pluribus
Networks.
SDN, and its evolutionary extension into intent-based networking (IBN), represents an
architectural approach to datacenter networking in the cloud era. It is defined by an abstracted
architectural model that better aligns network infrastructure with the needs of application
workloads through automated (thereby faster) provisioning, programmatic network management,
pervasive application-oriented visibility and, where needed, direct integration with cloud
orchestration platforms. These capabilities can translate into significant operational savings
while providing organizations with the means of faster time to business outcomes and revenue
realization.
"Given the imperative of digital transformation and the need to support cloud-native applications
and to deliver cloud-like agility, enterprises are compelled to modernize their datacenter-network
architectures and operational models. Fortunately, practical and viable options for datacenter
SDN and IBN are available, addressing requirements associated with a broad range of workloads
and use cases. This IDC Innovators report profiles four vendors that take varied approaches to
addressing the need for datacenter networking in the cloud era," said Brad Casemore, research
vice president, Datacenter Networks.
Apstra offers a vendor-agnostic datacenter-network operating system and intent-based analytics
that provide real-time, continuous closed-loop validation. Big Switch Networks offers a fabricbased SDN solution that is designed to make the datacenter network intelligent, agile, and
flexible. Plexxi offers a programmable, workload-driven Ethernet/IP-based datacenter fabric
that enables convergence of discrete networks into an intelligent datacenter fabric serving all
workloads. Pluribus Networks offers a dynamic, scale-out architecture that enables organizations
to build a next-generation private or public cloud that is optimized to support mission-critical
environments.
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The report, IDC Innovators: Datacenter Software-Defined Networking (SDN) (IDC
#US43436718), profiles four emerging technology providers offering software-defined
networking solutions for the datacenter.
About IDC Innovators
IDC Innovators reports present a set of vendors – under $100 million in revenue at time of
selection – chosen by an IDC analyst within a specific market that offer an innovative new
technology, a groundbreaking approach to an existing issue, and/or an interesting new business
model. It is not an exhaustive evaluation of all companies in a segment or a comparative
ranking of the companies. Vendors in the process of being acquired by a larger company may be
included in the report provided the acquisition is not finalized at the time of publication of the
report. Vendors funded by venture capital firms may also be included in the report even if the
venture capital firm has a financial stake in the vendor's company. IDC INNOVATOR and IDC
INNOVATORS are trademarks of International Data Group, Inc.
For more information about IDC Innovators research, please contact Karen Moser at
kmoser@idc.com.
About IDC
International Data Corporation (IDC) is the premier global provider of market intelligence,
advisory services, and events for the information technology, telecommunications, and consumer
technology markets. With more than 1,100 analysts worldwide, IDC offers global, regional, and
local expertise on technology and industry opportunities and trends in over 110 countries. IDC's
analysis and insight helps IT professionals, business executives, and the investment community
to make fact-based technology decisions and to achieve their key business objectives. Founded in
1964, IDC is a wholly-owned subsidiary of International Data Group (IDG), the world's leading
media, data and marketing services company that activates and engages the most influential
technology buyers. To learn more about IDC, please visit www.idc.com. Follow IDC on Twitter
at @IDC and LinkedIn.
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About IDC
IDC is the premier global provider of market intelligence, advisory services, and
events for the information technology and telecommunications industries. IDC helps IT
professionals, business executives, and the investment community make fact-based
decisions on technology purchases and business strategy. Over 775 IDC analysts in
50 countries provide global, regional, and local expertise on technology and industry
opportunities and trends. For more than 40 years, IDC has provided strategic insights
to help our clients achieve their key business objectives. IDC is a subsidiary of IDG, the
world's leading technology media, research, and events company. You can learn more
about IDC by visiting http://www.idc.com/.
IDC is a subsidiary of IDG, the world’s leading technology media, research, and events
company. Additional information can be found at www.idc.com.
All product and company names may be trademarks or registered trademarks of their
respective holders.
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