Worldwide Tablet Shipments Continue to Decline in Q1 2020, According to IDC

FRAMINGHAM, Mass., April 29, 2020 – The ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic furthered the decline of the worldwide
tablet market as global shipments fell to 24.6 million units,
down 18.2% year over year during the first quarter of 2020
(1Q20), according to preliminary data from the International
Data Corporation (IDC) Worldwide Quarterly Tablet Tracker.
Detachables continued to grow and gain market share
with year-over-year growth of 56.8%, mainly driven by iOS
devices, while slate tablets saw shipments decline 36.4%
compared to the first quarter of 2019.
Tablet Company Highlights
Apple continued to be the top vendor although the large
number of shipments throughout 2019 and the closure
of factories in the first quarter (due to COVID-19) led the
company produce fewer units than expected, leading to
a significant decline of 30.4%. However, the company
still leads in the detachable market as every iPad with the
exception of the mini now offers a detachable keyboard. This
positions Apple's tablet lineup as one that can cater towards
productivity as much as entertainment.
Samsung retained the number two position and recorded
shipment growth of 3.9% year over year. Even with the
ongoing global crisis, the company managed to ship five
million units in the quarter as many customers resorted to
buying devices for e-learning and work from home. There
was growth across both the detachable and slate portfolios.
Samsung also launched the Galaxy Tab S6 5G, making the
company the first vendor to introduce 5G in tablets, however
the model was not released across many geographies.
Huawei shipped three million units in 1Q20 for a yearover-year decline of 8.3%. The company managed to
record growth across its detachable portfolio, however
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the company's shipments are
predominantly from their slate
tablets and hence the growth in
detachables did not compensate
for their overall tablet shipment
decline. Additionally, the company
continues to struggle in markets
outside China due to political
backlash and the lack of Google
services.
Lenovo moved up to the fourth
position and was one of the
two companies in the top 5 with
positive growth. The company
shipped 1.6 million units for yearover-year growth of 1.9%. This
growth was mainly from Japan,
USA, and Western Europe while
most of the other regions recorded
a decline.
Amazon.com secured its place
in the fifth position with a yearover-year decline of 24.5%. The
company also lost share from
6.3% in 1Q19 to 5.8% in the most
recent quarter. While Western
Europe has been able to slightly
increase their shipment share
in the past few quarters, the
United States still accounted for
more than three quarters of the
company's sales and continued to
be the biggest driver.
Top Five Tablet Companies,
Worldwide Shipments, Market
Share, and Year-Over-Year
Growth, First Quarter 2020
(Preliminary results, combined
company view for the current
quarter only, shipments in
millions)
Vendor
1Q20 1Q20 1Q19 1Q19 YearUnit Market
Over- 2-Unit Market
Shipments
ShareShipments
Share

Year
Growth
1.
6.9
Apple

28.0%9.9

32.9%-30.4%

2.
5.0 20.2%4.8
Samsung

15.9%3.9%

3.
3.0
Huawei

12.0%3.2

10.7%-8.3%

4.
1.6
Lenovo

6.4% 1.6

5.2% 1.9%

5.
1.4 5.8% 1.9
Amazon.com

6.3% -24.5%

Others6.8

29.0%-22.2%

27.5%8.7

Total 24.6 100.0%
30.1 100.0%
-18.2%
Source: IDC Worldwide Quarterly
PCD Tracker, April 29, 2020
Table Notes:
•

•

•

•

•

Data is preliminary and subject to change. Some
IDC estimates prior to financial earnings reports.
Data for all companies are reported for calendar
periods.
Total tablet market includes slate tablets plus
detachable tablets. References to "tablets" in this
release include both slate tablets and detachable
devices.
"Convertibles" refers to convertible notebooks,
which are notebook PCs that have keyboards that
can either flip, spin, or twist, but unlike detachable
tablets, convertible notebook keyboards are
hardwired to the display.
Shipments include shipments to distribution
channels or end users. OEM sales are counted
under the company/brand under which they are
sold.
The "Company" represents the current parent
company (or holding company) for all brands
owned and operated as subsidiary.
About IDC Trackers
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IDC Tracker products provide
accurate and timely market size,
company share, and forecasts
for hundreds of technology
markets from more than 100
countries around the globe. Using
proprietary tools and research
processes, IDC's Trackers
are updated on a semiannual,
quarterly, and monthly basis.
Tracker results are delivered
to clients in user-friendly excel
deliverables and on-line query
tools.
Click here to learn about IDC's full
suite of data products and how you
can leverage them to grow your
business.
About IDC
International Data Corporation
(IDC) is the premier global
provider of market intelligence,
advisory services, and events
for the information technology,
telecommunications, and
consumer technology markets.
With more than 1,100 analysts
worldwide, IDC offers global,
regional, and local expertise
on technology and industry
opportunities and trends in over
110 countries. IDC's analysis and
insight helps IT professionals,
business executives, and the
investment community to make
fact-based technology decisions
and to achieve their key business
objectives. Founded in 1964,
IDC is a wholly-owned subsidiary
of International Data Group
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(IDG), the world's leading tech
media, data and marketing
services company. To learn
more about IDC, please visit
www.idc.com. Follow IDC on
Twitter at @IDC and LinkedIn.
Subscribe to the IDC Blog for
industry news and insights: http://
bit.ly/IDCBlog_Subscribe.
All product and company names
may be trademarks or registered
trademarks of their respective
holders.
IDC is a subsidiary of IDG, the world’s leading technology
media, research, and events company. Additional information
can be found at www.idc.com. All product and company
names may be trademarks or registered trademarks of their
respective holders.
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